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Atlas of London Freeport in
the year 2070
On may 24th I sat with a small group of film collaborators to discuss
ideas for a future world in which to set the upcoming science fiction
feature film ‘FIGHT’ - written and directed by Simon Pummell, based
on a short story written by William Gibson (of Neuromancer). Typically
they would have been brought into the project a year or more later,
when the script is finished and the shoot has been completed.
Instead of thinking about the ‘world building’ as wallpaper to the story
and treating my collaborators as virtual carpenters and set dressers, I
shifted perspective and invited my collaborators to become speculative
designers and together develop a fictional but plausible futuristic
world, which will will be a story of itself.
The director was not present, to avoid too much focus on the narrative.
I wrote a compact brief to frame the session, but intentionally kept the
information about the narrative very vague:

The story is partly set in a futuristic
version of London. What might that look
like? How do we imagine architecture,
transportation, political variables?
Broadcasting your personal point of view
to an audience through cybernetic eyes
plays a role in the narrative.
The session was organized as an informal discussion while we exchanged
thoughts about possible directions and our philosophical approach to
futurism.
We agreed that although we don’t claim any prophetic value and the
design is as much a reflection on the current state of the world as
anything else, we believe that plausibility will lend weight to the design of
the future world.
We collected some images, and I made notes of the key points that were
brought up. I recorded video of the discussion for future reference.
After the session I created a couple of hidden Pinterest boards to continue
collecting visual inspiration together.
Out of these boards I selected a cross-section that became this
document, which should be read as a work in progress: a tool to
develop a shared design vision. The current status is mostly to serve as
a conversation piece for the next session.
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A summary of the ideas that developed during the session:
Although there is a somewhat dystopian aspect to the world, no
apocalyptic event has happened. Instead we gradually extrapolated
current events to create the future world.
After Brexit London proclaims indepence from the UK. A wall is built
around the city.
With the population being extremely diverse culturally the binding
factor become (London) patriottism and citizenship. Very much like
in Old Rome there is a difference between citizens and civillians.
With the high population density the tolerance for crime is low, and
there is an inclination towards Victorian morality.
With ocean levels rising parts of England are flooded - but the rich
city of London will reinforce the wall to keep the water out. London
is now surrounded by wetlands. Malaria is a thing in the warm and
wet zones.
Almost all traffic is self-driving cars. The exception being rich
people and criminals (usually the same) driving vintage automobiles
on the last remaining drops of fossil fuel, both as a status object, but
also to avoid surveillance to some extent.
With more and more of the world becoming generic and virtual,
there is a an increased interest in unique hand-crafted artefacts. On
one hand there is more interest in Victorian esthetics, but with the
influx of people escaping the African continent comes an influence
of afro-futurism. In architecture this is expressed in holographic
facades that are often rich in ornamentation or neo-baroque.
Media and personalisation is everywhere. Everything can be a
screen.
Social media celebrities dominate the media. Views, hits and
subscriptions are everything and the media landscape has become
an echo-chamber of celebrities vlogging about celebrities. The main
drive is to stay in the picture.
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Independence
After the Brexit the bankers and lawyers of London have separated from the UK, governed by the City of London Corporation. After another banking
crisis the city has put up walls protecting themselves from the people outside. Citizenship becomes an important aspect that binds the people of
London Freeport. With the very diverse population patriotism is the sentiment that binds them. They are Londoners.
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The flooding
Water levels have risen dramatically and big parts of Europe have flooded. Independent London has protected itself by expanding the Thames Barrier
around the center of the city, replacing the wall that was already keeping illegal immigrants out.
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The Outsiders
Outside of the barrier that keeps the city dry are the wetlands. Favelas built from rusty containers on stranded containerships, in between flooded
houses. With the rising temperatures and water malaria has become a real threat inside, but mostly outside the city.

Symbolically left blank for new contributions...

Design document not meant for distribution. Please do not spread.

Atlas of London Freeport in the year 2070

version 20170601

page 6

Mass media
There is a dominant obsession with self-broadcasting and being seen. And seeing the world through the eyes of your
idols. Literally - if the celebrities have cybernetic eye-replacements that allow them to broadcast their point of view oneon-one. Media Celebrities surround themselves with small camera drones. At all events there will be media celebrities
competing with eachother for viewers - being present in eachothers broadcast as an echo-chamber of reality-soaps.

Small but fashionable camera drones are used by social
media celebrities to broadcast their every move.

Over concrete skeletons elaborate neo-baroque facades are
holographically projected.
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Holographic facades hide the sober concrete constructions.
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Transportation
Inside the city zone transportation is almost solely self-driving minivans, with the elite showcasing their wealth by driving rare classic automobiles
on the last remaining drops of fossil fuel. Driving vintage cars is also a way to escape surveillance to some extent. The subway tunnels are mostly
flooded.
Flight is kept to an absolute minimum for easier management of border control.
There are a couple of abandoned bridges in and out of the city. Most transportation in and out of the city is through hyperloop trains.

Classic automobiles are used as status objects and to
circumvent surveillance to some extent.

Airborn vehicles are restricted to law enforcement and
emergency services.
A couple of bridges connect the city to other cities but it’s not safe to travel.

Hyperloop trains are the common means of transportation between metropoles. It’s safer
than traveling through the inbetween zones by car.
Everyone entering or leaving the City of London needs to go through extensive checkpoints.

Subway tubes are flooded and only used for smuggling.
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Cybernetics
Besides using nanotechnology and 3D printing for replacement of failing bodyparts, people adopt technology for cybernetic enhancement. The most
‘esoteric’ is the eye-replacement, allowing a person to receive and broadcast images directly into the brain. Although there are digital electronic
components to cybernetics more and more is biochemical.
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Style
With the stricter morals of a more controlled society comes a renewed interest in Victorian and baroque ornamentation. And there’s a strong
influence of Afro-Futurism.
The media are dominated by social media celebrities whose main career is to be seen. Extreme visibility and drawing attention are expressed in
clothing style within this subculture.
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Credits

Most images are ‘found’ on the internet from a wide range of sources. I have omitted credits for images at this stage, as this document is not meant
for publication at this stage.
Contributors:
Tim Roza
Adriaan van Veldhuizen
Jasper Wessels
Barend Onneweer
Edited and curated by Barend Onneweer
“FIGHT” is a feature film proposal written by Simon Pummell
Based on a short story “Dogfight” written by WIlliam Gibson and Michael Swanwick
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